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Happy birthday, Strea

Sandusky High

mascot tums 50
By ALISSA WIDMAN
NEESE
WHTENS L oAb Com
SANDUSKY

Move over, Brutus
Buckeye,

Another Obtio mascot with
a storied history has found
his way into Ohto heans, and
he's celebracing a milestone
yearin 2014

His name is Streaky Beag,
wnd his speciahty is fostering
Blue Streak sprit.

As of this week, the iconic
mascot has accompanied
Sandusky High School
cheerleaders on the
sidelines of sporting events
for exactly 50 years.

On Tuesday, members
of the district’s bond issoe
campalgn commitiee
celebrated Sereaky Bear's
Soth birthday with balloons,
::c' cheerleaders, plctures

remniniscing,

“He's as loved today as
he was at his inception,”
sald Judy (Lewis) Corso,
committee co-chair and
member of the Class of 1965,
which created the mascot
during the 1964 football
SeaS00

Kathy (Silcox) Holmes,
senlor cay of the ¢
cheerlenders that year, first
suggested the sdea of Streaky
Bear as a Sandusky Schools
mascot, Corso said.

Holmes, who now lives
in South Carolins, used
Skype to talk with meeting
attendees Toesday.

At first, the mascot was 2
tary stulled teddy bear with
a hat, who accompanied
the cheerleading squad to
qmlnln events, Holmes

In November, members
of the Class of 1965 crafted
the first official Streaky
Bear — a towering, 8-foot
structure on wheels - out of
papier-miché for the Pigskin
Parade. Art teacher Don
Nath and sentoe art
led by Beatrice (Smith)
VanMeter coordinated the

effort

“He got moldy quickly, so
he didn’t survive too long”
Carso yoked.

The first costamed
Streaky Bear, with 2 hot,
heavy plaster head, debuted
in 1967, His Image 2lso

sppeared on pins, spirit
huxpmml advertisements.

Since then, Streaky
Bear has transformed into
different colors, sizes and
shapes, but no matter
the medium, he's always
maintained one impostant

Provided photo
Past Sandusky High School
students Jim Eisedsten, Jim
Collings, Richard Schweck
and Robert Brown stand
with a papiermiché version
of Streaky Bear in the 1964
Pigskin Parade.

characteristic: Blue Streak

“He represents an
unbroken tradition of spirit
we felt 50 years ago, that
started Jong befoee our class

Bead Kraft, food service director at Sandusky schools, cuts
the birthday cake he made for Streaky Bear's S0th birthalay

and will go on for many
years,” VanMeter sald at
Tuesday's meeting. “The
sensational spirit this little
bear symbolioes s a spirit in

Streaky Bear facts

W Streaky Bear's inspieation reportedly came from Suzzy the
Beag & mascot a Medina Hgh School in the 19605

B The frst mages of Streaky Bear appeared in 1964, One
was @ stuffed teddy bear that accompanied cheereaders ©
SPOMTING overns, and anomher wis an 5100t paploraachd
bear on wheels that was carted through the Pigsiin Farade

{now calod hommcoming)

8 The Siret mascol costurme, with & plaster of pans hesd,
debutad in 1957 and was worn by chevrieadan

B Tocksy's Streaby Baar costume is sbout 10 years old, snd
both made and female students wear it Sroughout the

school yeat

ky Bear

Sendusky cheesleader Dejs
Johnsaon performs the fight
song during Streaky Besr's
S0th birthday party Tuesday.
Kathy Helmes, a Sandusky
High gradumte who helped
create the school mascot,
participated vis ideo

chat using the screen
behind Streaky Bear. Vist
sanduskyvegister.com to
see more photos from the
cakbration,
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